The great strength and general occurrence of the "forbidden" emission lines of Ne III and Ne IV in the spectra of nebulae and novae' is suggestive of a high cosmic abundance for this supposedly rare gas. It appears extremely unlikely that neon should be plentiful only in these classes of celestial objects or that it should be produced in the process of nova activity. The absorption lines of this atom should appear in normal stellar spectra. plates and the agreement in wave-length is satisfactory. The line had been measured by Menzel several years ago, when the possibility of attributing it to neon had not been considered. We cannot rule out, however, on the evidence of a single line, the chance that it may be due to some
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